
Kalamazoo County 

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 

 
October 12, 2016 

 
Present:  Vern Johnson, Daniel Moyle, Kevin Wordelman, Jim Pearson, Meredith Place, Andrew Nieboer, Stephanie Moore, 
Francis Bell, Patricia Crowley, Jeff Sorensen 
 
Absent:  Shannan Deater, Mike Leeuw, David Harn, Richard Ford 
 
Environmental Health:  Hope Stanley, Lucus Pols, Jennifer Kosak 
 

TOPIC DISCUSSION ACTION FOLLOW-UP 

1.  Welcome - 
Introductions 

   

2.  Citizen 
Comments 

   

3.  Approval of 
Minutes 
 

Minutes were approved for August 10, 2016   

4. Sanitary Sewer 
Overflow 
Discussion 
 
 
 

Steve Rochow from the City of Kalamazoo discussed the 
August 16 sanitary sewer overflow.  Cause was 
mechanical in nature, a moved sensor did not allow a 
pump to kick on to handle the extra rainwater.  That day 
the plant received almost double the amount of water that 
it normally receives in a day.  Without a mechanical 
problem the plant could have handled the amount of rain 
we received. All wastewater received primary and 
secondary treatment, but lacked chlorination.  Pat Crowley 
asked how this could happen in a closed system.  Steve 
said the amount of rainwater that flows into the sewer 
through flooded manhole covers and through the ground 
(leaking through cracks in the sewer lines) adds to the 
quantity of wastewater to be treated.  The plant is 
designed to handle 53 million gallons of water a day, the 
goal is to keep storm water out of the system but flooded 
manhole covers are the main culprit in letting this water in.  
Kevin Wordelman asked if there were storm water 
management programs in place and Steve replied that 
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conversations are happening in that area.  Redundant 
systems such as float valves have been added to try and 
prevent future issues.  Jim Pearson asked if the City of 
Kalamazoo was doing any programming to reduce the 
number of raw sewage incidents the media hears about.  
Steve replied that they release all incidents to the media 
as a matter of transparency, and have been doing since 
about 2011.  That is why it may seem there are more 
incidents, because they are all being reported to the media 
instead of just the large ones.  Small spills were not 
reported in the past.  Vandalism is also a cause of sewer 
overflows.  They are looking to switch to composite 
manhole covers that can be locked in the future to help 
prevent this.  They also are working on awareness of 
grease, increasing manpower and investing in an Evactor 
to clean greasier areas, and developing better access 
roads to reach rural areas. 

5.  EH Program 
Updates: 
-Non-Potable 
Water Well 
Permitting 
Program 
-Pros and Cons 
 
 
 

Non-Potable Water Well Permitting Program:  A 
stakeholder workgroup has been developed to review and 
provide comment to EH regarding permitting and 
inspecting non-potable water wells.  The process began 
last spring with the creation of the stakeholder group, and 
their first meeting was May 112. 
Vern Johnson presented the Pros and Cons of non-
potable water well permitting.  Pros include educating the 
landowner, assuring compliance with Part 127 or Act 368, 
ability to issue and review requests for deviations, ability to 
deny permits located in contaminated zones.  Cons 
include cost, time needed to issue a permit, time needed 
for inspection of finished well, and inability for large 
withdraw agriculture wells to comply with current code.  
Large quantity withdraw agriculture wells (over 70gpm) 
need to go through the DEQ (4 new of these wells in the 
county this year so far, 3 total new in 2015).  95% of non-
potable water wells drilled in Kalamazoo County last year 
use less than 70gpm. Work needs to be done with MDEQ, 
MDARD, and MSUE regarding agriculture irrigation wells.  
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DEQ acknowledges we need to do a better job on 
agricultural wells as there is a difficulty meeting the 
isolation distance requirements of Part 127.  State of 
Michigan will work with DEQ on the large quantity 
withdraw agriculture well requirements on the state level.  
The plan is we will finalize our sanitary code draft 
language for the 70 gallon or less wells, it will go to our 
corporate counsel who will review the draft, and then it will 
go out to EHAC sometime in November, at the December 
7 meeting we could have a vote that we could forward on 
to John Faul. 
  

6. Member 
Comments 
 

Kevin Wordelman- Still working on new home for HCS.  
New building is less likely at this point than renovating an 
existing structure. 
 
Patricia Crowley- In midst of very difficult construction 
project in Galesburg that has been very expensive. Urban 
dumping into streams is on her mind, a couple years ago 
they did a cleanup as part of Crazy for the Kazoo at 
Interfaith Homes which went really well, and they have 
been asked to do something like that again this year.  
 
Richard Ford- City of Portage has aquafers and we think 
it’s great to bring in manufacturing.  Pfizer is expanding 
with a $106 million manufacturing plant.  They got a 
PA198 tax break.  Not hiring many people, maybe 16-18 
engineers, plant is all robotics.  Pfizer has unofficially 
committed to do $800 million expansion here in the next 6-
8 years. 
 
Dan Moyle- 3 drafts of policy procedure changes in the 
works.  Changes to the sign policy in City of Kalamazoo 
and City of Portage.  Also changes to construction 
guidelines, and how they are dealing with fallen trees.   
 
Meredith Place- It’s election season, please go and you’re 
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your commissioners and ask questions. 
 
Stephanie Moore- At Fox Ridge Apartments and Interfaith 
Homes, several families are having issues with mold and 
are not having success getting maintenance to clean it up.  
All families are experiencing bedbugs on an extreme level.  
Kids are having health issues due to bedbugs. When they 
are taken to the doctor, the doctors are calling CPS.  Issue 
of bugs is not being taken care of.  She believes it is an 
epidemic.  She is making sure the state is aware of the 
problem, and that they are they are given the tools 
necessary to address both issues in both of these 
neighborhoods.  Very high rate of asthma in these 
neighborhoods.  Families are having to get rid of all their 
furniture and clothing when there is an infestation and it’s 
financially difficult on them as well.  Hoping to do a 
workshop for the residents on dealing mold and bedbugs.  
She hopes we can work together to try and help these 
families. 
 
Next meeting December 7. 

 


